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obtained in the enjoyment of God; and that is real misery in which
a person has nothing left to comfort him, and this is not but in be-
ing utterly rejected by God.

5. Labour to be humble. Humility lets us see our true worth
that it is nothing, and so fences us against complaining, Gen. xxxii.
10. It makes a person wonder that he hath any comfort at all left
him; and so lets him into the mystery of, in every thing to give
thanks.

6. Do mnot dwell and pore upon your crosses, for that feeds the
complaining hnmour. Turn your eyes on your mercies left you, and
be thankful for them.

7. Learn to unbosom yourself in all your griefs unto the Lord by
prayer and supplication. This gave Hannah a happy ease. And
go to your Bibles and get your souls refreshed with the good news
from the far country, Psal. cxix. 92.

8. Exercise yourself always in some honest business. In those
that are idle, Satan is busy to foster the complaining hamour.

9. Resist this humour in its beginnings.

Lastly, Live by faith. By this your souls will be stayed on the
promises; in all events have a favourable view of the design of God
in afflictions, and fix on the things that are not seen, as the object of
your chief care, and the great spring of your comfort. Amen.

oo o oo

Ettrick, August, 1717.
THE PLEASURES OF REAL RELIGION.

SERMON XXIV.

Proverss iii. 17.
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

Tur Hebrew name of this book imports sentences well pressed to-
gether, and powerful to command our assent and regulate our con-
duct. In this context wisdom, or real religion is commended in the
16th verse from what she hath. They get much with her who get
her. She brings to them in both hands. In the text she is com-
mended for her discipline, the way and manner of life to which she
directs her votaries. This is that which chiefly prejudices the men
of the world against her, so that they cannot think to live with her.
It is represented here in these two, her ways and her paths. Her
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ways, that is the ways in which she directs us to walk through the
world. She has ways of her own that are not the ways of the
world, but ways peculiar to herself, that are chalked out by the holy
commands of God. It is called the way of faith and holiness.

Her paths, that is her strait ways, as the word signifies. Amongst
her ways there are some very strait ones, and these are most fright-
ful to the world. They are so strait, that they cannot endure them.
But they are mistaken. Behold the commendation of them, in two
points. [First, they are sweet, they are ways of pleasantness. They
are like pleasant walks, which invite men to walk in them, by the
pleasures that are about them, with the trees, flowers, and other
things which surround them. Such a pleasantness the word im-
ports, ver. 18. ¢ She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her;
and happy is every one that retaineth her. Issachar saw that rest
was good, and the land pleasant.” They are so far from being un-
pleasant and melancholy, that they are ways of pleasantness, very
pleasant. They are, secondly, safe. Many ways are sweet that are
not safe; pleasant that are not profitable ; but both sweetly centre
here. Her paths are peace, that is, they are paths of peace. There
is no danger in them, nothing to annoy the traveller, while he but
keeps straight forward. They are peace itself, most peaceful.
That is, all prosperity attends them, and so some versions read it,
for so the Hebrew oxpresseth all prosperity and welfare.

Next observe the extent of the commendation. AU her paths are
peace. Even those of them that seem most rugged and unpleasant
are peace. There are both pleasure and profit wrapped up in them.
There is no contrariety amongst them. Onc does not embitter ano-
ther, as it is in the ways of the world. The pleasures of religion
are full of peace.

Doctrine 1. The way of religion is the way of wisdom. They that

are truly religious are wise, and the following of religion is the
" wisest course in the world. Here 1 shall,

I. Present to you some of the scriptural characters of the way of
religion.

I1. I shall show that this way of religion, is the way of wisdom.
I am then,

I. To present to you some of the scriptural characters of the way
of religion,

1. The way of religion is the way of truth. The apostle Peter
expressly calls it the way of truth. The faith of principles is a part
of religion as well as the practice of holiness. And therefore faith
is called wisdom, Eph.i. 8. The God of truth has revealed truth
to bs in the scriptures of truth, and requires us to believe it. And




PLEASURES OF RELIGION. 307

the way of error is contrary to the way of religion, and is the pro-
duct of the blindness of men’s minds. “To the law and to the tes-
timony ; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them.” This error proceeds also from their corrupt
affections and can never be sanctified by all the plausible pretences
with which it is set off. ¢ Will ye speak wickedly for God? And
talk deceitfully for him?’ A wrong head may lead people out of
the way of religion as well as a wrong heart.

2. The way of God’s commandments. I will run, says David,
the way of thy commandments, when thou hast enlarged my heart.”
In this way then the soul labours to do what God requires, and to
abstain from what he hath forbidden. So men are out of the way in
transgressing these commands, doing what God forbids, and omit-
ting what he requires. Nothing belongs to the way of religion,
which is not hedged in by the commands of God on every side.
‘What men offer to God as duty which he has not commanded, and
what they account sin, which his law makes not so, is but supersti-
tion, and not in religion; and in this men are apt to abound when
religion falls into decay among them, as appears in all formalists.

3. The way of faith and not of sense. We walk by faith and not
by sight. Religion sets a man chiefly in pursuit of unseen things.
The cry of the world is who will shew us any good. But religion
leads a person to make choice of an unseen Christ for his portion,
unseen hopes, joys of pleasures, yea, “to look to all the things
which are not seen, and which are eternal.” Others value them-
selves on what they have in hand ; they on what they have in hope.
The way of religion is the way of trust and dependence for all on
God in Christ, for light, life and strength. “ They live by the faith
of the Son of God.” They go out of this way, who trust in them-
selves and live upon their own stock.

4. The way of holiness. * It shall be called the way of holiness ;
the unclean shall not pass over it. As he who hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” Religion
teaches holiness, in heart and life, piety towards God, and righte-
ousness towards men. It allows no sin, however small the world
accounts it to be. Nay the very appearance of evil, religion teaches
to eschew. It gives one holy rule, by which to regulate heart, lip,
and life, the conversation at home and abroad, in public before the
world, and in secret before God alone, in our personal and relative
conversation.

5. The way of irreconcilable opposition to the devil, the world,
and the flesh. And therefore the Christian life is called a warfare.
The way of worldly ease, to row with the stream is not the way of
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religion. They who enter upon religion, must encounter the powers
of hell, and as it is Satan’s business to tempt, it is theirs to resist
and wrestle against him. They commence nonconformists to the
world. For the command is, be not conformed to this world. They
make a practical separation from the world lying in wickedness,
holding quite a contrary course to that, which the gale of the
world’s example would drive them. ¢ The Lord preserves them
from this generation for ever.” They deny the cravings and lusts
of the flesh, “ with all ungodliness, and live soberly, righteously,
and godly in this present world.” They strive to mortify irregular
passions and affections. *For they that are Christ’s have crucified
the flesh with its affections and lusts.”

6. The way of spiritual worship. “ For we are the circumcision
which worship God in the Spirit.” In this 8 man aims at inward
obedience, consecrating his heart as a temple to the Lord, in which
to offer the spiritual sacrifices of faith, fear, love, thankfulness and
other parts of unseen religion. They who take up with the form of
religion and mere exiernal duties are out of the way. ¢ Having a
form of godliness but denying the power thereof.”” True religion
teaches to give spiritnal service to God, because he is a Spirit; and
to join the power of godliness with the form of it.

7. The strait and narrow way. * Strait is the gate and narrow is
the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find, and walk
in it.” The multitude chooseth the broad way of sin, in which they
find room for their beloved lusts, and walk at all adventures with-
out a certain rule, but as their corrupt inclinations draw them.
There is no such room in the way of religion. They must deny
themselves the latitude of thoughts, words, and actions, that others
freely take to themselves, endeavouring in all things to think,
speak, and act by rule, the rule of the holy law.

8. The way of universal obedience. ¢ Then shall I not be
ashamed when I have respect to all thy commandments.” The first
step which a person takes in that way, the soul says, Lord what wilt
thou have me to do? They dare not wilfully neglect any of God’s
commandments. Some persons neglect the duties of piety towards
God, and deal fairly with their neighbours. Some take an opposite
course. They pretend to piety and neglect morality. Some fix on
the substantial duties, with a slighting of circumstantials; others
are 8o taken up with the circumstantials, that they justle out the
weighty matters of the law, but the way of real religion joins both.
For while it requires the weighty matters of the law, judgment,
mercy, and faith to be done, it enjoins also not to leave the other undone.

Lastly, The good old way. *Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in
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the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way,
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” If you
have a mind to walk heavenward, you must go by the footsteps of
the flock. The way which the saints have trodden, in the several
ages of the church. It is the way in which we will see the cloud of
witnesses that have gone before us. 'We are directed to their steps,
" whom the world hath counted fools, because they could not be satis-
fled to take the way of the world. We proceed now,

I1. To shew that this way of religion, is the way of wisdom.

1. The only wise God has directed the children of men unto the
way of religion, and therefore it must be the way of wisdom. Do
they not act wisely that take the course to which God has directed
men. . What is our Bible, but a system of precepts of religion. It
is God’s word commanding and recommending this way to us. This
was the way in which God set man at first. When by sin he lost
his way, it pleased God to make a new revelation of his will and to
set him on his way again, the way of religion in faith and holiness.

2. Our Lord Jesus Christ brings his people to this way and leads
them in it to the end. “ He is given to be a leader and commander
to the people.” He that is the wisdom of the Father, is the guide
that hath gone on the head of the blessed company that travel this
way through the world: and they run looking unto Jesus the au-
thor and the finisher of their faith. He leads his people off from
the way of sin and of the world, into the way of religion. He
guides them in it and keeps them on it unto the end. “For this
God is our God for ever; he will be our guide even unto death.”
He knows what is the wisest and best course for them to take, and
his love to them engages him to lead them to it, therefore let who
will aceount it folly, it is the way of wisdom only.

3. The Spirit of Christ effectually determines his people to this
way, moves and excites and strengthens them to walk forward in it.
“This I say then, walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust
of the flesh.” The Spirit searcheth the deep things of God, and the
same that is the Spirit of wisdom, is the Spirit of holiness and sanc-
tification. And therefore the way of holiness must be the wisest
course we can take.

4. Would you know what way God himself would take if he were
walking among men on this earth? We may know this already.
The Son of God became man, and dwelt among mns, and the way
which he took was not the way of the world, but the way of religion
and unspotted holiness. “ He left us an example, that we should
follow his steps.” He kept himself unspotted by sin. “ He did no
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.” He was not charmed

Vou. III. X
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with the world’s good things, when they were offered to him, nor
driven out of his way by its evil things. “ When he suffered he
threatened not, but committed himself to. him that judgeth righte-
ously.” They were the unseen things of another world which he
proposed to himself to obtain, even the joy sct before him.

5. It is the way that is most agreeable to right reason. Devoting
ourselves wholly to God, is our reasonable service. The way of sin
is most pleasing to our lusts and passions, which being blind as re-
jecting the government of reason, cannot cease to lead us wrong.
But the way which our passions do condemn, is in the mean time
the way that reason and conscience do justify. The way of our
passions thrusts us down, into the order of brutes, which follow
their appetites; but the way of religion advances us to walk in the
way of rational creatures.

6. It is the only way to happiness here or hereafter. ‘ Happy
is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth under-
standing.” All the happiness of ‘the creatures consists in assimila-
tion to God. The more holy, the more like God; and so the more
holy, the more happy. It is impossible a man can be happy in the
way of sin, even in the world, while there is a holy God above him .
angry with him every day, and a conscience within him ready at oc-
casions to disturb his rest. There is no peace, saith my God to the
wicked. But in the midst of troubles the pious are happy in the fa-
vour of God, and the testimony of conscience. With God and in
Christ they have 'peace. “ And our rejoicing is this, the testimony
of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of Cod, we have had our conversa-
tion in the world.” And when they come to the end of their days,
the difference is vastly greater, for then the happiness of the godly
is completed, and the misery of the wicked is completed also.
‘“ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the end of that
man is peace. But the transgressors shall be destroyed together,
the end of the wicked shall be cut off.”

Use 1. Of information. Is the way of religion the way of wis-
dom? Then first, there is little wisdom in the world, for true reli-
gion is very rare. Few there be, says our Lord, that find this way.
‘Man is born like a wild ass’s colt, and he goes on in his folly all
his days, till the Spirit of God teaches him the wisdom that is from
above. But when once his eyes are opened by the Holy Spirit, and
he is made truly wise, to know what belongs to his peace, he is no
more in a doubt what to choose. And to the natural blindness of
the human mind, the neglect and contempt of religion is to be im-
puted.
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2. The way of sin and wickedness must needs be the way of folly,
and they are fools that follow it. * Ilow long ye simple ones will
ye love simplicity ? And the scorners delight in their scorning, and
fools hate knowledge ?” The Spirit of God brands all the ungodly
with the name of fools; and they are the greatest fools in the world
that live strangers to religion and true godliness, whatever opinion
themselves or the world may have of their wisdom. They live fools,
whatever way they live, while they live strangers to religion and
the power of godliness. They have three marks of a fool. (1.) They
are easily cheated out of their most valuable things. Satan goes
about these simple ones, till they are tricked out of their souls, their
part of Christ and heaven, and all the happiness of another world.
¢ And what is a man profited if he gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul ?”  And wherefore do they part with them, but for the
gratifying of a Just ; a more foolish course than if one should part
with an estate for a childish toy. Esau was a cunning hunter, but
in the matter of the blessing he acted as if he had been a fool or an
idiot. (2.) They suffer the best bargain to slip through their fingers
again and again while they are enamoured of those things which are
of no value in comparison of it. * Wherefore then is there a price
in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it.”
They have no heart for the enriching treasure in the field of the gos-
pel, because they have no judgment to discern the worth of it; while
they are busied with vanities that pass away with the using. Their
precious time and opportunities are spent in grasping of shadows in
many things, while the one thing mneedful is forgotten. (3.) They
feed themselves with dreams and fancies, in which there is no reality.
They are foolish virgins with lamps without oil ; foolish bnilders on
the sand. Their life is one continued dream, in which they judge
aright of nothing, neither of God, heaven, lell, nor even the world.
So that there must be a terrible awakening, when they do awaken out
of their dream. Again, living impenitent, they die like fools. The
rich man in the gospel is called a fool at his death. Then indeed
the folly of all such appears. Time spent and nothing laid up for
eternity ; another world to be gone into, but no preparation for it ;
what has got their most serious thoughts evanisheth, and what they
never minded to purpose to that they must now go.

3. Then the way of religion is preferable to the way of sin, as
wisdom is to folly, light to darkness. This men will not see now,
but they shall see it, when the great God has determined, who have
been wise and who fools. Then it will appear clearly in another
world, what is so much controverted in this, whether they be wisest
that seek their portion in hand, or those that desire to have it in

x2
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hope. Then folly will be written on the foreheads of many mow in
high reputation for wisdom ; and others now deemed fools will ap-
pear to have taken the wisest course.

4. The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour, as the wise
man is more excellent than the fool. God who judges according to
trath, judges so, and so will we all at length. 'While all the rest of
the world act the part of fools and madmen, they behave themselves
wisely, and the end will crown their work, which will show that
grace is better than gold, and things that are not seen, are preferable
to things that are.

Use 2. For comfort and encouragement to those that are truly
godly. And thus it may be, in case being looked upom as fools by
the world. Alas! the generation is come to that, that seriousness
in religion is sufficient to expose a person to the scorn of those that
are unacquainted with it. But if they think you are fools, look you
to the Bible, and you will see that they are fools. “ If any man will
be wise, let him become a fool.” It may be also in case of your
being defective in worldly wisdom. Our Lord tells us “that the
children of this world are wiser in their generation than the child-
ren of light.” But if you be wise to salvation, bless God and be
thankful. It may comfort you also, in case of being condemned by
onlookers in matters in which you have the testimony of God’s word
and your own consciences. Many a time a man walking straight by
the rule in a particular action, will be condemned as a fool by such
as do not see the springs and reasons of his acting in that way, when
the searcher of hearts will approve him.

Use 3. Of reproof. And it may serve to convince and reprove as
fools,

1. Those who value themselves on their carnal worldly wisdom,
while they neglect religion in the reality and power of it. Thereisa
generation who make it their great business to gain the world : upon
it their hearts are set continually, while religion at best is but an
oocasional work, and they attain to a certain dexterity in it by this
mean, a8 being the thing that is their constant study and in which
they place their greatest satisfaction. But alas! they are wise in
trifles and foolish in matters of the greatest importance ; they gain a
mite, they lose a talent; the case of their souls goes to wreck, and
by their boasted wisdom they are fooled out of their most valuable
ooncerns. “ For whosoever will be of the world is the enemy of
God.”

2. Those that are wise to do evil, but to do good have no know-
ledge. Many have suffieient cunning to contrive mischief, who can
do nothing truly good for themselves and others. As for such wis-
dom, behold the character of it, It ¢s earthly, sensual, devilish.

_— - e A



PLEASUEES OF RELIGION. 313

3. Those who account religion folly. O how is the spiritual taste
of many depraved, how contrary their judgment of spiritnal things to
God’s thoughts of them. Folly is by them accounted wisdom, and
true wisdom folly. “ Wo unto them that call evil good, and good
evil ; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.”

Use 4. Of exhortation. Study to get religion, since it is true wis-
dom. Enter on that course, since it is the wisest course you can
follow.

Motive 1. As reason distinguisheth men from brutes and sets them
in a higher sphere, so religion is a piece of wisdom that distinguishes
one man from another, and makes him more excellent than his neigh-
bour. The nearer one comes to God, who is a perfect being, he must
needs be the more excellent. The truly religious are partakers of a
divine nature, and of all men on the earth resemble the God of hea-
ven most, as being followers of God and partakers of his holiness.

2. Religion is that wisdom which is preferable to all things else
that come under that name in the world.—All earthly wisdom pos-
sessed and valued by men of the earth is but a shadow, a dream in
comparison of this. For it is practical wisdom. This only is to
know the Lord. What avail the profound speculations of natural
men in all the learned sciences, the dry and sapless notions of re-
ligion in formal professors, which never make them better men
though more knowing. The excellenoy of this wisdom is, that it
casts the soul into the mould of trath, sanctifies the heart, and re-
gulates the life, in & conformity to the divine nature and will; and
thereby perfects human nature, raising up a glorious fabric out of
the ruins in which it lay by reason of the fall.

Again, Religion is wisdom for the one thing needful, the better
part. The wisdom of the world is low and grovelling in the advan-
tage with which it is attended. It may make a man more fit to ma-
nage his worldly business, more acceptable and usefal in civil con-
versation. But also all this reaches only to the outworks, in the
mean time the soul in its greatest concerns is neglected. But re-
ligion advanceth the life of the soul, in the favour of a communion
with God, evidenceth the person’s title to heaven, and carries him
forward in the way to everlasting happiness. For, saith wisdom,
‘“ whoso findeth me, findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord.”

Farther, it is wisdom for the better world. * For the wise shall
inherit glory.” What pitiful wisdom is that, whose designs and ad-
vantages are confined within the limits of time. The profits of the
worldly-wise man as to himself must die with him; in that very day
his thoughts perish. But the works of the spiritaally wise follow
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him into the other world, Rev. xiv. 13. There they joyfully reap
through eternity, what they have sown in time.

Lastly, If you be not religions indeed you must be arrant fools.
Fools for time and fools for eternity.—Without it you remain in
the fallen miserable state in which you were born, and without it
you will die in the same state without God, without Clrist, and
without hope, and thus be miserable for ever. ¢ For without holi-
ness no man shall see the Lord.”

Doctrine 11.—The ways of religion are the most pleasant and
peaceful ways.

There are two things to be handled here, the pleasantness, and
peace to be enjoyed in the ways of true religion.

‘We are to speak first of the pleasantness of the ways of religion.
If ome be for a pleasant life, lot him lead a religious life. This is a
paradox not easy to be believed, but by those who find it 8o in their
own experience. Let us here,

1. Inquire to whom are the ways of religion pleasant.

II. Evince the ways of religion to be pleasant.

II1. I shall evince the ways of religion to be the most pleasant
ways. Wae are then,

I. To inquire to whom are the ways of religion pleasant ?

1. To those who have the art of walking in them.—As in all
trades there is a certain art, which, when persons have attained, the
trade turns easy and pleasant to them; so it is in religion. Thus
Paul had learned a contentment in every lot, Philip. iv. 11. so that
he could walk with pleasure in every condition in which providence
placed him. The reason why we have so little pleasure in religion
is, we are but bunglers at it, it seldom goes right with us, the work
is often notably marred.

2. To those who habituate themselves to close walking with God.
Enoch walked with God. And says Paul, our conversation is in hea-
ven. Such descriptions of the Christian life evidently imply that
there is a pleasantness in it. The beginning of a new course of life
is commonly the most difficult and unpleasant. And that which
makes religion so difficult and unpleasant to us, is either, that we
are yet but to begin it in earnest, or that we stay not at the work
and hold hand to it, but make such interruptions, as that we are
always as it were but beginning. Whereas when the first difficulties
are surmounted, if we could then hold on steadily, the work would
become easy and pleasant.

Lastly, In respect of the pleasure that springs up from them.
¢ Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in
heart.” The most harsh and bitter ways of religion, as of repen-
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tance, sorrow, mortification and the like, have a pleasure that in due
time ariseth from them, like the pangs of a travailing woman, which
end in the joy of a man-child brought into the world. Even of
these thorns men gather figs, and in these bitter sorrows, and sharp
exercises and conflicts, are the seeds of joy and pleasure; and from
under that cloud will bright beams burst forth. For these are but
the path of pain leading into a paradise of pleasure, and at length
the poor mourning, tempted Christian will go on like Samson, when
he took the honey out of the dead lion, and went on eating ; saying,
“ Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth
sweetness.” For such darkness is as the dawn of the morning
which goes on to broad day. We proceed,

II. To evince the ways of religion to be pleasant, even ways of
pleasantness. This appears if we consider,

1. The testimony of the saints who in all ages have given this for
their verdict of the ways of God to the world. And though the
graceless world contradict this, we may decline them as incompetent
judges in this matter; for how can blind men judge of colours, or
men whose taste is vitiated, judge of savoury meats. One eye-wit-
ness is worth an hundred ear-witnesses.—The testimony of the saints
is to be regarded, as of those who declare, “ what they have seen,
and tasted, and handled of the word of life,” to which others cannot
pretend. Now we have the verbal testimony of the saints. Job
gives them a noble testimonmy. “I have, says he, esteemed the
words of his mouth, more than my necessary food.” How amply
does David speak of them. *Thou hast put gladness in my heart,
more than in the time that their corn and wine encreased.” He
preferred a day in waiting upon God to a thousand. Paul tells us
from his experience of a joy in the most rugged parts of the way.
“J take pleasure, says he, in infirmities, in reproaches, in neces-
sities, in persecutions; in distresses for Christ’s sake; for when I
am weak, then am I strong.” Peter speaking of afflicted saints,
speaks forth even their pleasure found in the ways of religion.
‘ Believing, says he, we rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of
glory.”

‘We have also their real testimony, their deeds and practices wit-
nessing the pleasure in the way of religion. Joseph would rather
ventare all, than exchange the pleasure which he had in his un-
tainted chastity, with the sensual pleasure of sin. ‘ Moses chose
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season.” Daniel would rather be cast into
a lion’s den, or flery furnace, than forego his religion. How many
of the saints have chosen a stake or a gibbet, rather than leave the
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way of religion. They were not insemsible of pleasure, for they
were men as well as saints, but behold the mystery of it. “ They
took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing in themselves
that they had in heaven a better and an enduring substanee.” In
the mean time they could say, * Our rejoicing is this, the testimony
of our comscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, mot with
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God we have had our conversa-
tion in the world.”

2. Pleasure, innocence, and holiness, arrive always together at
their height. The world was never so pleasant, as while Adam
stood in his integrity. 'Whenever sin entered, there followed a
train of miseries and disgusts. When sin shall be expelled, and
the saints lodged in heaven, they shall drink of rivers of pleasure, for
then holiness shall be perfected. Now this plainly discovers sin is
the course of all displeasure to us; and therefore the ways of reli-
gion must needs be ways of pleasantness, where it is to be found for
the present, and which leads to the perfection of pleasure in the
life to come.

The way of religon is the most god-like way and life in the world.
They who walk in it, are to be followers of God as dear children.
Our Lord Jesus Christ followed this way. * My meat, said he, is
to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” He
followed it exactly in all points, and gave us the copy of a perfect
religious walk. Now God being the chief good, and most happy in
himself, as the fountain of all happiness, he has infinite compla-
eency, delight and satisfaction in himself and his own perfections ;
and therefore the way of religion must be the way of pleasantness,
for it makes us to resemble God.

4. Religion so far as it does prevail, frees us from the cause of
our wo. We blame this and the other thing for our miseries, but
there is a real cawse why God contendeth with us. There are two
causes which occasion to us all the misery with which we meet in
the world. A guilty conscience and unsubdued lusts and affections.
Take away these and we shoald be freed of all our piercing uneasi-
pesses. The way of religion leads us to the blood of Christ, that
froes us of the former. ¢ The inhabitant of Zion, shall not say, I
am sick ; the people that dwell therein, shall be forgiven their ini-
quity.” And religion also leads us to the Spirit, and by him our
lusts are mortified, their power is subdued.—Now according to the
measure in which the soul is freed from these, so will it enjoy a
true pleasure. What pleasure a man who has been in a fever finds
in coolness, that will a soul find in a victory over corrupt lusts, which
made Panl cry, ¢“ O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me
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from the body of this death? I thank God, through Jesus Christ
my Lord.” In a cutting manner did the moralist answer Alexander
the Great, boasting that he was lord of the world. Thou art said
he to him, a servant to my servants, a slave to those lusts over
which I am lord.

5. The Lord leaves not his servants to walk in the ways of reli-
gion in their own strength, but directs and assists them by his
Spirit. “I can do all things, says Paul, through Christ who
strengtheneth me.” This was one reason why Paul teok pleasure
in the most rugged parts of the way; ‘“ For when I am weak, says
he, then I am strong.” It is a pleasure to a child to go up a stair,
when the father holds him by the hand and helps him up every step.
“ Not that we are sufficient of ourselves, to think any thing as of
ourselves : but our sufficiency is of God.” Our Lord never enjoins
his people to bear their burden alone, but says he, *“ Cast thy bur-
den upon the Lord and he shall sustain thee.” When he orders
you to do a piece of duty, he lays in meat for the work, or to bear
a cross, he strengthens for bearing it. Now, as it is pleasant sail-
ing when the wind blows fair, so it is pleasant walking in the ways
of religion under a gale of the Spirit.

6. The Lord binds upon his saints the walking in his ways with
the softest and sweetest ties imaginable, the answering of which
must needs create a pleasure in the doing thereof. I own that
terrors and curses pursune the sinner till he has entered upon this
way. But when once he has entered into it, his duty is bound upon
him by the ties of the covenant of grace, even gospel ties, which is
the word of his grace, and the law of love, John xv. 12—14. These
have a sweet comstraint, 2 Cor. v. 14. The covenant of grace hath
no threatenings of eternal wrath, the gospel damns no man, it needs
not, for the law will do it, to them that are not saved by the gospel.
Much of unpleasantness of religion to us, flows from our aeting
under the inflaence of the covenant of works. But that is not true
religion, and no wonder that it be not found a way of pleasantness.

7. There is a sweetness interwoven with the Christian walk.
“ In keeping God’s commandments there is great reward.” There
is & pleasure that attemds and is mixed with duty. As merchants
invite men to taste their wines, to encourage them to buy; so the
Lord gives his people a taste of his goodness to encourage them in
his service. Hence the invitation unto the praetice of religion runs
thus, “ O taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man
that trusteth in him.” God provided in his law, that the meuth of
the ox should not be muzszled that treadeth out the corn. Upon
whioch I may say with Paul, “ Doth God take care for oxen? Or
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saith he it altogether for our sakes? for our sakes, no doubt this is
written ; that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he
that thresheth in hope, should be partaker of his hope.” While the
Lord sets his servants to his work, he sets them also to their meat.
Each of them may say with Christ, “ My meat is to do the will of
him that sent me, and to finish his work.” There is a pleasure in
doing good, which the gracious soul in a gracious frame enjoys.
Religion is a reward to itself, and therefore it is a part of the hap-
piness of heaven, where his servants shall serve him.

Lastly, There is such a transcendant pleasure at the end of the
way that most needs make the way a way of pleasantness. As sin
is called the way of death, because it leads to death, so religion is
the way of pleasure because it leads to endless joy. * Thou wilt
shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy, at thy
right hand are pleasures for evermore.” A great and noble end
makes the means leading to it pleasant. Jacob’s seven years ser-
vice, “seemed to him but a few days for the love he had to Rachel.”
‘Where the reward is an eternal weight of glory, what burden can
be too heavy to bear that we may gain it? It must needs reflect a
pleasantness on the whole of the way leading to it.

II1. I shall now evince the ways of religion to be the most plea-
sant ways. There are greater pleasures in them, than are to be
found ont of these ways, or in the way of sin.

1. Consider religion brings a calm into the soul which no other
thing can do. It givesit a rest and satisfaction that is no where else
to be found. ‘ Come unto me, says Jesus, all ye that labour, and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
Religion takes a person’s heart off the rack on which sin held it,
and calms the stormy sea on which they were tossed before. ¢ For
the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose wa-
ters cast forth mire, and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God to
the wicked.” Religion brings them out of the slavery and bondage
in which they were and gives them true liberty. I will walk at
liberty, says David, for I seek thy precepts.” 'There are three
things which will place this in its proper light.

First, religion breaks the reigning power of lusts and corruptions,
which create the soul much uneasiness. Sin shall not have dominion
over you. Lusts unmortified must needs have a restless soul. These
are worse than so many Egyptian task-masters over the soul, all
calling it to serve them. The soul has thus to serve divers lusts and
pleasures, and these are contrary ome to another. They draw the
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heart in different directions at once. Pride lifts it up, covetonsness
presses it down, while envy, malice, and hatred, agitate and distract
it. What a blessed calm must then be in the soul, at Christ’s ac-
cession to the throne of the heart, when there is so many masters
are subdued and deprived of their power.

Secondly, Religion brings the soul to the accomplishment of its
desires, and to say, I have all and abound. It is impossible to sa-
tisfy the cravings of unmortified lusts. They are the true daughters
of the horse-leech, and the more they are indulged, the more they
still desire. But religion first contracts the desires of the soul, cut-
ting off the luxarient appetites of the heart; bending the desire
towards the one thing needful, and bringing them to the enjoyment
of it; and then under many wants, “ They are as having nothing,
and yet possessing all things.”

‘While a person is in the way of sin, he is still seeking his rest
under some created shadow, and there he can never have it, since
the complication of all created things is not sufficient to satisfy the
desires of a soul; nothing less than an infinite good can do it.
“Open thy mouth wide, says God, and I will fill it.” Now religion
sets the soul on the breasts of the divine consolation and in them it
finds enough. In God the soul returns into its rest; for in God
there is enough to afford the soul a pleasant contentment, even in
the midst of all outward wants. Besides, religion dries up the de-
vouring depths of earthly desires which plagued the soul. * Who-
soever, saith Jesus, drinketh of the water, that I shall give him,
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him, shall be in
him a well of water springing up to everlasting life.” Christ be-
comes a covering of the eyes to the soul upon its having made the
blessed change. For this pearl of great price, the person parts with
all that he hath, that he may possess it.

Thirdly, Religion brings the soul into a state of resignation to
the will of God. It discovers infinite wisdom tempered with love
and good-will, in the ordering of our lot, and so the soul rests in
that. The will of the Lord be done. That man must needs have a
profound calm within, when nothing crosses his will, but what con-
fusion must be then, where things are still contrary to the will.
Now while there is a God in heaven, no man will get all his will.
“For God’s counsel shall stand, and he will do all his pleasure.”
And though men’s will stand against his like a rock, he will rend
that rock to accomplish his pleasure; if it will not bow he will
break it. Now the yielding bush stands fast in the earth, while the
lofty oaks are turned over with a tempestuous wind. And thus
while rien out of the way of religion meet with many sharp disap-



320 PLBASURES OF RELIGION.

pointments, nothing falls wrong to those who are in that way. If
God will raise him high, he is pleased, or if he lays him low he is
pleased. And thus in the midst of storms he enjoys a calm.

Use 1. Let this reconcile your hearts to the way of religion, as a
pleasant way. There is an objection against it lies deep in the
hearts of all natural men.—They consider God “as a hard master,
reaping where he had not sown, and gathering where he had mnot
strawed.” But it is a groundless prejudice, and for the removal of
it nothing is necessary but come and see.—And O! it is sad that
men should take up objections against religion merely on trust, and
though they try many ways to find out a pleasant one which they
may follow, yet they will not allow religion a fair trial also.

2. Let this engage you to prefer the way of religion to the way
of sin, because it is the most pleasant way. You have known some-
thing of the impure pleasures of sin, but religion shows youn a more
excellent way, a way in which alone true pleasure is to be enjoyed.
—There is a sweetness in religion to those that are so happy as to
break the shell to come at the kernmel. Get forward then to the
inner court and youn will be made to say, It is good to be here.

2. Consider that religion frees a man from much trouble, with
which the way of sin always plagues him. Ungodly persons “ will
deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they
have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to
eommit iniquity.” With how much ease and pleasure does a man
walk, who, on his journey, goes straight on the highway, in compa-
rison of him, who, having lost the way, traverseth hills and moun-
tains, woods and marshes. This is the case between the saint and
the sinner, as will appear from these considerations.
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